JAPAN  QUITS  THE  LEAGUE	gT
while an Imperial Rescript by the Emperor and a statement by Saito
were published here. These and other similar documents talk much
about all Japan's actions being aimed at the preservation of peace,
but the ^ troubles that the Japanese interpretation of that phrase is
diametrically different from our own and the League's interpreta-
tion. By the preservation of peace Japan means the cleaning up of
Manchuria by force of arms until no opponent is left to challenge
her control and a peaceful situation will have been brought about,
with Japan in command.
If I remember correctly, the document by which Japan announced
her entry into the World War with the Allies stated that she did
so for the purpose of preserving peace in the Orient and then, quite
properly, she proceeded to clean the Germans out of China. But
the term " preservation of peace " was just as inappropriate then
as it is now. And yet I doubt if one Japanese in a hundred really
believes that they have actually broken the Kellogg Pact, the Nine-
Power Treaty, and the Covenant of the League. A comparatively
few thinking men are capable of frankly facing the facts, and one
Japanese said to me : " Yes, we've broken every one of these instru-
ments ; we've waged open war ; the arguments of c self-defence'
and * self-determination for Manchuria' are rot; but we needed
Manchuria, and that's that." But such men are in the minority.
The great majority of Japanese are astonishingly capable of really
fooling themselves ; they really believe that everything they have
done is right, that the Lytton Commission was misled by Chinese
propaganda and that the foreign powers and the League of Nations
have likewise been misled into entirely false conceptions of the facts.
Such a mentality is a great deal harder to deal with than a men-
tality which, however brazen, knows that it is in the wrong. The
great majority of Japanese—and I include intelligent Japanese—do
not know that they are in the wrong, and therefore their deter-
mination to resist foreign interference is doubly resolute and strong.
Their mental processes and methods of reaching conclusions are
radically different from ours ; the more one associates with them
the more one realizes it; this is one of the great cleavages between
the East and the West. The Westerner believes that because the
Japanese has adopted Western dress, language, and customs he
must think like a Westerner. No greater error can be made. This
is one of the reasons why treaty commitments between the West
and the East will always be open to misinterpretation and subject
to controversy. It isn't that the Japanese necessarily has his tongue
in his cheek when he signs the obligation. It merely means that
when that obligation runs counter to his own interests, as he con-
ceives them, he will interpret the obligation to suit himself and,
according to his own lights and mentality, he will very likely be
perfectly honest in so doing. This, in fact, is the situation in the
Sino-Japanese dispute to-day. No wonder that a solution is difficult
if not impossible.

